First Wireless Rescue on Open Seas.  - - - -GB5CQD special event station will be on the air on on 23/24 January 2009, from the club rooms of Scunthorpe Steel Amateur Radio Club. The event is in commemoration for devotion to duty 100 years ago of Marconi Marine wireless operator John (Jack) Binns, born in Brigg, North Lincolnshire on 16 September 1884. By his gallant actions in remaining at his Morse key on the White Star Liner RMS Republic, which had been in collision with the SS Florida in thick fog; over 1600 lives were saved on the open seas of the Atlantic on 23/24 January 1909. Since the ship had lost all power Binns innovated by powering the ships Spark Coil Transmitter with secondary accumulators. He sent out in all two hundred messages with the distress cry CQD, which preceeded the use of SOS for ships in distress. The signal was received by the Marconi Station at Siasconset, Nantucket on the American coastline, which then alerted other ships to the rescue, making it the first sea rescue by wireless. Other clubs planning to link up in the commemoration are the Radio Officers Association at the Lizard, & Chelmsford Amateur Radio Society.
