The Lizard wireless station was delighted when Ofcom (the UK communications regulator) granted permission for the use of the call sign GB100MSC for use over the “Jack Binns weekend”. MSC being the call sign of Siasconset wireless station which received the CQD sent by Jack Binns and then relayed it to the Baltic and other ships. It seemed fitting that the wooden hut which was one of Marconi’s first coast stations should house and take the call sign of “old SC” as it was known to the early wireless operators.

Friday 23rd January started very early in that my wife Diane had to drive me into Truro for an interview on BBC Radio 4 “Today” programme. It was less than 4 minutes and a 50 mile round trip. But at least our day got national coverage. The world service carried a longer version and included an interview with Virginia Lovelace.

Back home for breakfast and then down to the Lizard Marconi Wireless Station where the usual 1903 display had been adjusted so that it resembled the wireless cabin on the Republic (the wooden walls remained intact though).

John Davies (G4ETQ) was already on air making SSB contacts. At 1100hrs we joined the Royal Navy Amateur Radio Society “Bubbly Rats” net and made GB100MSC available to the members on air.

The big moment came when GB100MSC made contact with KM1CC. This happened twice as on the first contact conditions were poor signal strength was low and readability hampered by noise. But an hour later a full and complete contact was made. Messages were sent and received in proper form as used by wireless operators and Radio Officers when working professionally. It was the more poignant as we knew that Jack Binns family members could hear our transmission.

John Davies and I were kept busy for the rest of the day with pile ups of those wishing to get the station into their log books.. Our activity continued on the Saturday and on Sunday it was my duty day at the station and so I was able to be on air. The weather limited the number of visitors to five which was not bad as they have to walk the Cornish cliffs for one mile to reach the station. The weather was windy and rain showers fell on the already wet ground.

In addition to the radio programmes mentioned above BBC Radio Scotland had heard the Today broadcast and we did am interview down the telephone line, I mentioned that the signals were received at Siasconset by Australian wireless operator Jack Irwin. Imagine my surprise when I arrived back home and received an e-mail from an Australian radio amateur who had heard the Radio Scotland broadcast by podcast and wanted to know more about Jack Irwin ! Our story spanned the globe.
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